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sewaid 
The project was in Noro, a small township on New Georgia Island, 25kms from Munda which is the main 
town on this Island. The project was requested by, and partly funded by Soltuna, a large tuna processing 
plant which is the only industry in Noro. We planned to teach 30 women to sew and craft, and all the equip-
ment we needed was shipped up to Noro last December. 

We shipped: 
14 new sewing machines 
4 overlockers 
Large quantities of fabrics, haberdashery, craft items etc.  In addition we also carried in about 150kgs of ex-
tra supplies with us on the plane. 
We flew into Munda on February 23rd , and we were greeted by Lemu and other Soltuna staff and taken to 
our accommodation in Noro. Our team of teachers were all pleased with the comfortable and spacious ac-
commodation although no air conditioning and only cold showers did prove to be a bit of challenge at first. 
The days were extremely hot and muggy and we didnôt have air conditioning at the Hostel where we taught 
each day either. 

Sunday we set up all the machines and spread out all the fabrics, haberdashery, craft etc. ready for a 9am 
start on Monday. We had in the planning requested a maximum of 30 students but on Monday morning 
about 45 turned up! After some sorting out, we ended up with 36, in the following classes: 

7 in the Novice Sewing ï taught by Vera Liondas 
10 in the Intermediate ï taught by Glenda Bones and Lea Palij 
5 in the Advanced Sewing ï taught by Judy Jones 
14 in the Craft , taught by Julie Walsh and Cheryl Nelson 

We then taught these students every day from 9am to 4.30pm for the nine days and the progress they made 
was most rewarding. On the Thursday evening of the 2nd week, some 100 garments adorned the walls, plus 
a table of craft items which were truly remarkable, all thanks to the fantastic work of our teachers. As al-
ways the students were very keen to learn all they could, and it was a struggle to get them to stop for lunch 
and at the end of the day. I also taught a young man from the engineering department of Soltuna, how to re-
pair and service machines and overlockers and we practiced on some 12 machines which the students 
brought in- most of them being old hand machines in poor condition. 

Thursday night the 7th we had a farewell function and presented them all with their certificates. The stu-
dents dressed us up in one of their cultural outfits and there was much fun and frivolity. Our students were 
selected for their low economic situations, but they sure know how to party and have a good time ! 

Friday was the International Womenôs Day, and Julie, Glenda and Judy joined the 2km dawn march and 
yours truly spoke at the celebrations held at the community centre. Saturday for our journey home we had 
some interesting aircraft changes, ending up flying the Munda Horiana leg in an interesting 16 seater Twin 
Otter , with fantastic views of the Islands and reefs. 

Going forward we are fairly confident in the sustainability of this project. The sewing room will remain es-
tablished in the Soltuna Hostel, so that when the ladies are off shift they can use this facility to continue 
their sewing and craft. We have also made arrangements so they will be able to get fabrics and other sup-
plies. Additionally Soltuna will send the young engineer up to check and service the machines every two 
weeks. 

I want to once again sincerely thank our wonderful teachers for their fantastic preparation, and very dedicat-
ed teaching. The skills they taught will surely improve the lives and opportunities of the 36 women we 
taught. 

Thanks too to Sandra who helped me with the management and servicing of the machines, as well as being 
our photographer, and again many thanks to Soltunaôs General Manager Jim, Lemu, Gloria, staff at the 
boarding house, and all the other staff that assisted us. 
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C, Layered, Tattered and Sewn  
The show demonstrates a 
number of methods to manip-
ulate fiber and be creative,   

Lane graduated with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Beth-
any College and a Master of 
Arts in Teaching from the 
University of Louisville  



 

 

Even though Lane grew 
up making her own 
clothes, the Masters pro-
gram introduced her to 
creative stitchery and 
the manipulation of fi-
bers including the intro-
duction of new materials 
and methods.  

Her mission is �³just to 
enter my studio each 

day and create�[�[�X 

Sometimes I feel like 
starting something new, 
not just a new project but 
a new process.  There 
are so many visuals in life 
that inspire me to �µsee 
what I can do with that in 
fiber�¶�� 

I use many different 
methods and processes 
and combine many of 
them.  Sometimes it 
works, sometimes it 
needs to be re-worked!�¶ 
Lane Neff 


